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Joanelle Romero’s family name and long 
history is well documented in Congress 
and can be traced prior to the year 1600 
in Pecos, New Mexico. Joanelle is 
connected and active with her tribal 
relations across Indian Country. She is 
a 15th Generation New Mexican. She 
is the first born child of Rita Rogers 
(Ida Mae Aragon) an actress 
(Mescalero Apache/ SpanishSephardic) 
and father Robert Romero born on the 
Jicarilla Apache Reservation. Her 
great-grandma from her mother’s 
father side was born on the Mescalero 
Reservation. Joanelle is a relative of 
Pawnee, Navajo, Paiute, Pojoaque, 
Southern Ute, Haudenosaunee, kinship 
to Lakota and Jicarilla Apache. Joanelle 
is a Sundancer and Sacred pipe carrier. 
Chief Leonard Crow Dog gave her 
mother her traditional name and gave 
Joanelle’s traditional name “Oyate 
Wayanka Po Win” in a ceremony held 
at Crow Dogs Paradise, on Rosebud 
Reservation during a Sundance 
Ceremony. Joanelle’s first born is 
adopted Lakota.  
Joanelle has grown up the in 
entertainment industry, her mother Rita 
Rogers was signed to Universal Studios 
and was in several Elvis Presley Films. 
Her mother co-started in Peter Fonda’s  

 

film ‘The Hired Hand’ and was featured 
in several Red Skelton Shows and Carol 
Burnett Show and Smothers Brothers 
Show. 

Romero has received these prestigious 
awards: 

Armin T. Wegner Humanitarian Award 
for “the vision to see the truth and 
the courage to speak it” Romero is 
the first American Indian to receive 
a Humanitarian of any kind. Romero 
received film awards like The Fargo Film 
Festival Award; The American Indian 
Film Festival Award (San Francisco); 
Columbus International Film & Video 
Festival Honorable Mention Award; and 
several Red Earth Film Festival Awards 
and Los Angeles Women’s Theatre 
Integrity Award. 

2006 Romero was inducted into The 
National Women’s History Month with 
Generations of Women Moving History 
Forward for The First American Indian 
Television Channel and served on the 
United Nations Pasadena Chapter 
board. 

She has two adult children, graduates 
of Yale University and Berklee College 
of Music and an active grandmother of 
two. 
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This year marks the 60th year Joanelle 
Romero is actively in the entertainment 
industry, at age three performing plays 
with her mom and grandpa to starring in 
her first lead role in 1977. 

‘Romero’s debut in *The Girl Called 
Hatter Fox*, C.B.S. Movie was ground- 
breaking being the first contemporary 
native women’s story produced in the 
U.S. and was the first time an American 
Indian actress carried a leading role in a 
contemporary film. Romero has been in 
numerous other films and roles in episodic 
television and MOW’s.

‘

Four decades as an actor, Joanelle Romero 
has worked and co-starred with some of 
the best in the business i.e. Willie Nelson, 
Raquel Welch, Alex Baldwin, Gary Busey, 
Russell Means, Kris Krisofferson, Kim 
Cattrail, Demi Moore, Angela Lansbury, 
Carol Burnett, Gail Stickland, Conchata 
Ferrell, A. Martinez, Will Samspon, Graham 
Greene, Tim McGraw, Nick Mancuso, 
Ronnie Cox, Shelly Hack, Cherie Currie, 
Daniel J. Travanti, Veronica Hamel, Betty 
Thomas, Joe Spano, Ricky Schroder, John 
Stockwell, Rae Dawn Chong, Maureen 
McCormick, Robert Beltran, Larry Sellers, 
James Remar, to name a few.

Romero has worked such notable directors 
as: George Schaefer, Oliver Stone, Fred 
Schepisi, Gregory Hoblit, Charles Band, 
Mel Damski, Ricky Schroder, and Aaron 
Lipstadt.
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Actress

JOANELLE ROMERO is an American media proprietor, an acclaimed actress in films and 
television, Award winning director, producer, singer/songwriter, entrepreneur, philanthropist 
and humanitarian. Documented Mescalero-Chiricahua Apache/Navajo/Southern Ute/Paiute/
SpanishSephardic. Pawnee & Pojoaque by marriage and Iroquois by relation.

Powow Highway

2004 BLACK CLOUD 
Out Post Films | Los Angeles, CA 
Director: Ricky Schroder 
Cast: Eddie Spears, Russell Means,  
Joanelle Romero, Tim McGraw, Julia  
Jones,  Ricky Schroder 

1991 THE DOORS 
Ixtlan, Imagine Entertainment,  
Carolco Pictures 
Director: Oliver Stone 
Cast: Val Kilmer, Meg Ryan, Joanelle  
Romero

1986 VENDETTA 
Chroma III Productions,  
International Cinevision Productions,  
Vestron Pictures 
Director: Bruce Logan 
Cast: Karen Chase, Sandy Martin,  
Joanelle Romero, Kin Shriner, Roberta 
Collins

1985 CITY LIMITS 
Film Ventures International (FVI),  
Sho Films 
Director: Aaron Lipstadt

She went on to star in the Beatle George 
Harrison’s 1989 cult classic *Pow Wow 
Highway* which changed the native 
narrative forever. This year 2019 marks 
the 30th anniversary.



1982 PARASITE 
Embassy Pictures 
Director: Charles Band  
Cast: Demi Moore, Joanelle Romero,  
Robert Glaudini,  
Luca Bercovici, Cherie Currie,  
Vivian Blaine

1982 VICE SQUAD 
Dynamic, Hemdale 
Director: Gary Sherman 
Cast: Season Hubley, Gary Swanson,  
Wings Hauser, Pepe Serna, Joanelle  
Romero

1980 HORSE DEALERS DAUGHTER 
The American Film Institute 
Director: Robert Burgos 
Cast: Joanelle Romero, Katherine 
Cannon Philip Anglim

Cherie Currie Demi Moore Joanelle  
Romero Luca Bercovici Freddie Moore

Murder She Wrote Angela Lansbury and 
 Joanelle Romero

Television
1992 MURDER SHE WROTE 
CBS • Night of the Coyote Season 9, Episode 6

1991 MIRACLE IN THE WILDERNESS 
Turner Network Television (TNT) • Cable Movie

1984 MYSTIC WARRIOR 
ABC • Mini-series 
Awards: Won Primetime Emmy, including 3  
other nominations
1983 CUTTER TO HOUSTON 
CBS • TV Series 
Awards: Won Primetime Emmy, including 3  
other nominations

1982 LIFE OF THE PARTY:  
The Story of Beatrice 

CBS • Movie of the Week

1981 HILL ST. BLUES 
 NBC • Invasion of the Third 

World Body Snatchers Season 
2, Episode 18

1982 LEGEND OF WALKS ‘ 
FAR WOMAN 

NBC • Mini-Series

1980 ROUGHNECKS 
Metromedia Producers 

Corporation (MPC) •  
Mini-Series

1979 WHEN JENNY WHEN 
Paulist Productions

Miracle in the Wildness Kris Kristofferson
Joanelle Romero Sheldon Wolfchild
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Ms. Romero has been a  
SAG-AFTRA member since 1977 
and is the longest standing living 
American Indian member in the 
union. She sat on the SAG-EEOC 
committee from 1998 to 2001 
and for many years was the only 
American Indian representing 
the native voice to the union. 
At SAG-AFTRA she produced 
numerous events including the 
panels “Where Are We (Native 
Americans) in Film, Television and 
Radio” (2000) and “Native Women 

in Film & Television“(2012).

BARBAROSSA 
Director: Fred Schepisi 
Cast: Willie Nelson, Gary Busey,  
Alma Martinez  Danny De La Paz, 
Joanelle Romero

1986 VENDETTA 
Chroma III Productions,  
International Cinevision Productions,  
Vestron Pictures 
Director: Bruce Logan 
Cast: Karen Chase, Sandy Martin,  
Joanelle Romero, Kin Shriner, Roberta  
Collins

1985 CITY LIMITS 
Film Ventures International (FVI),  
Sho Films 
Director: Aaron Lipstadt

Murder She Wrote Graham Greene and  
Joanelle Romero

LIFE OF THE PARTY: 
The Story of Beatrice



Music
The Legendary Leonard Cohen 
discovered Joanelle Romero, she was 
the first artist that he produced at A & 
M Records in 1979.

Henry Lewy and Leonard Cohen 

Leonard Cohen her mom Rita Rogers 
Joanelle Romero at A & M Records 

Joanelle has toured with Sarah 
McLaughlin on the “Lilith Fair Tour” 
with Sinead O’Connor, the Indigo Girls 
and Natalie Merchant; Romero has been 
invited by such notables as The Holiness 
Dalai Lama, The United Nations 60th 
Anniversary, Jane Goodall, Cesar 
Chavez National Holidays, Gandhi’s 
Grandson for Peace Day, Earth Day 
Celebrations in performing Traditional 
Blessing Spiritual songs.

Day Arun Manilal Gandhi Joanelle 
Romero Montano Rain Sally Kirkland

AWARD WINNING FILM SCORES  
and Music Videos
Romero’s music has been featured in 
Rockin’ Warriors a documentary film 
produced in Luxemburg for U.S. This 
film was broadcast in Europe and aired 
on the Ovation Network and the Arts 
Channel. Her music can be heard in 
such films as Vendetta, a Roger Corman 
film, A PBS Series POSITIVE: Life With 
H.I.V. (broadcast nationally in 1996) 
and her title song in the award-winning 
film American Holocaust: When It’s All 
Over I’ll Still Bee Indian. Ms. Romero’s 
music videos have won in film festivals 
across the country and currently being 
seen on Canadian television. Grammy 
Consideration – music video 2005..

Recording History
2005 – The Best of Joanelle Romero aka 
RedHawk Cleared 10 categories in the 
first round of 2004 Grammy nomination 
consideration for Record of Year, Best 
Song, Best New Artist, Best Country 
Album, Best Recording Package, Best 
Engineer non-classical Record of Year, 
Best Country Song , Best Female Country 
Performance, Best Rock Song including 
Best Short Form Music Video’

2003 – “The 8th Annual Red Nation 
Celebration Concert Series EAST COAST 
WEST COAST” Double album Producer 
Joanelle Romero. Cleared 13 categories 
in the first round of 2004 Grammy 
nomination consideration for Record 
of the Year (2 songs), Best New Artist 
(2 artists), Country Female, Country 
Song, Album of the Year, Best Native 
American Album, Best Record Package, 
Best Engineer-Non-Classical and for 3 
songs for Producer of the Year. A first 
for The Annual Red Nation Celebration 
Concert Series Album was considered 
for nomination in Native American 
category. This album was recorded LIVE 
at The Bitter End in New York City during 
Grammy Week and at The John Anson 
Ford Theatre in Los Angeles during 
summer season.

2002 – “The 6th Annual Red Nation 
Celebration Concert Series LIVE from the 
Sunset Strip Native Women In Music – 
Introduction by DAN AYKROYD” album 
Producers Joanelle Romero and Gail Sanchez. 
Cleared 10 categories in the first round of 
2003 Grammy nomination consideration 

Romero’s most current performances 
have included, 2016 asked by Ed 
Begley Jr to sing traditional water 
song at Environmental Media Awards 
in honoring Shailene Woodley along 
with Frances Fisher and Josh Fox.
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for Album of the Year, Rock Album, Best 
Recording Package, Producer of the Year, 
Best Engineering Non-Classical Album, 
Record of the Year, Song of the Year, Best 
New Artist, Rock-Female Vocal Solo and 
Rock Song.

2001 – “RedHawk – Come and Get Your 
Love Boy”, single Producers Ron Tyson, 
Oji Pieacre, Lolly Vegas and Joanelle 
Romero. Cleared five categories in the 
first round of 2002 Grammy nomination 
consideration for Record of the Year, 
Song of the Year, Best New Artist, Best 
Pop Female Performance and Best Non-
Classical Album.

2001 – “The 5th Annual Red Nation 
Celebration Concert Series LIVE at The 
Hollywood Palace.” album Producers 
RedHawk, Teddy Parker, Gail Sanchez and 
Steve Boggess. Cleared category in the 
first round of 2002 Grammy nomination 
consideration for Best Engineered Non-
Classical Album and nominated for a 
NAMMY Award.

1997 – “American Holocaust: When 
It’s All Over I’ll Still Be Indian” 3 song 
CD. Producers Kyle Johnson, Joanelle * 
Romero.
1994 – “Indian Country Blues” First 
album. Producers Kyle Johnson and 
Joanelle Romero.
1988 – “I Feel Like A Woman for The 
First Time” a and b side. Producers Henry 
Louie and Rosco Beck.
1984 – “Make No Bones” vinyl record a 
and b side. Produced by Richard T. Bear.
1979 – “Hey That’s No Way to Say 
Goodbye” Including Romero’s first songs 
professionally recorded at A& M Records. 
Producer Leonard Cohen. This was the 
first time Romero had ever been in the 
recording studio with her songs.
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Award-Winning Director

Red Nation Films, by Joanelle Romero 
is a film and television production 
company.

The production company was founded 
in 1990 at the beginning of a revival 
of interest in American Indian & 
Indigenous films. Prior to the 1990s 
there were hardly any known Native 
Production companies lead by women 
in the US.  Since the founding of Red 
Nation Productions other Native 
production companies have surfaced 
following Red Nation productions lead. 

In 2003, Joanelle Romero moved Red 
Nation Productions to become a part 
of Red Nation Celebration Institute 
Enterprises, which organizes the Red 
Nation International Film Festival, Red 
Nation Cinemas, Red Nation Films, and 
Native Women in FILM

As an award-winning director, producer 
and writer, Romero has released 
ground-breaking documentaries.

“American Indians have every right to 
despise white folks and curse us, rather 
than bless us. And yet, there are leaders 
like Romero who boggle the typical 
pedestrian mind. Like Nelson Mandela, 
she is a prime example of forgiveness 
in action. Mandela had every right to 
call for a bloodbath when he was finally 
released from prison in South Africa. 
Mandela-like, Romero stands on his 
mighty global shoulders and calls for 
oneness, love and what she describes 
as female energy.” –partial quote – Ellen 
Snortland (former President of United 
Nations Association)

This film is Supported by: Rabbi Nahum 
Ward-Lev, Rabbi Debra Orenstein, 
Shoah Foundation, Wiesenthal Center 
in Los Angeles & American Indian 
Communities.

Awards
2005 Armin T. Wegner Humanitarian 
Award for “the vision to see the truth and 
the courage to speak it”
2003 The Fargo Film Festival
2000 The American Indian Film Festival 
(San Francisco)
Romero being the first American Indian 
to receive an Humanitarian Award, the 
Armin T. Wegner Humanitarian Award 
given to projects that have “the vision to 
see the truth and the courage to speak it.”
Romero’s expertise and passion in 
producing and directing media content 
centers around her love of storytelling 
and humanity. Romero’s commitment in 
the film industry has been consisted in 
having established a career of 41+ years 
and still going strong.
June 2016, The Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts & Science invited Romero to 
be a member #Class2016, that year The 
Academy invites only two Native women, 
Romero being one.    

In 2017, She went on to produce the first 
Native film screening at The Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts & Sciences.
Romero that same month was invited to 
Washington D.C. by President Obama, 
First Lady Michelle Obama, Vice President 
Joe Biden and Oprah Winfrey to share 
her vision and initiatives of her Native 
Women in  FILM, inclusion in bringing 
national attention to the multi- cultural 
diversity issues we face as a nation.

Red Nation Productions  | 
Script to Screen

Executive Producers: Joanelle Romero, 
Elizabeth Sage Galesi, Phillip M. 
Haozous, Teddy Parker, Kathleen Jones, 
David Aurbey, Windhollow Foundation, 
Connie Stevens.
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Other credits include
In 1991, Michael Jackson helped launch Ms. Romero’s production company. Jackson became 
the leading force in making Romero’s company known to the world. Due to Jackson’s 
insight, he added her newly founded production company (1991) in his press interviews in 
Entertainment Weekly.
Joanelle Romero was instrumental in bringing American Indian dancers to Jackson’s music 
video, “Black or White” this music video. Romero was able to negotiate for the American 
Indian dancers to be paid over and above any dancers on any music video ever, due to the 
fact they were traditionally dressed (the wardrobe did not come from western costume). To 
date, they are the highest paid dancers in the music video industry. Also, this segment was 
the first clip of American Indian dancers in a music video without being a Native American 
music group/artist.In 2007, Romero was inducted into the 

National Women’s History Alliance in 
launching Red Nation television Network, 
American Indian & Indigenous  content 
driven online streaming company.

Romero has gone on to direct ground-breaking documentaries 
i.e. the first Native doc about Aids “Melvin and John”
The Third Verse: 500 Years The Land of the Children — Red Earth Film Festival 1994 
Winner Doc Short 

Melvin and John — Red Earth Film Festival 1995 Winner Documentary

Why Can’t You Take Like I am — Red Earth Film Festival 1995 Winner Music Video

Where The Red Road Meets the Information Super Highway — Red Earth Film  
Festival 1997 Winner

Allan Houser Life Story — 1997 

Home Home and the Rez — Red Earth Film Festival 1997 Winner TV Pilot

Let’s Hear Your Funny (Comedy Special) A Native Comedy Special filmed at the Famous 
Laugh Factory for Red Nation Film Festival to be broadcast on Red Nation Television 
Network 2016.

Televison Specials

Home, Home on the REZ, steaming on Red 
Nation Television Network.

Concert Series  (creator/producer)

Red Nation Celebration “Concert Series” 
(Since 1995) Other Numerous Concerts as 
a producer since 1978.

Television Pilot
Creator/Producer/Lead role

Why Can’t You Take Me Like I Am

I left My Heart With You

Music Videos
Creator/Producer/Artist

RNCI Red Nation Awards Show (2013) first time an American Indian Awards Show was 
televised broadcast in partnership with Comcast highlighting American Indian Filmmakers 
and actors. Comcast reaching 19 million viewers and Red Nation Television Network 
reaching 10 million viewers in 37 countries.

RNCI Red Nation Awards Show (2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019) LIVE televised 
broadcast of an American Indian Awards Show highlighting American Indian Filmmakers 
and actors. Red Nation Television Network.



Romero Improving Native
Representation in Entertainment
Opportunities foster Good business Globally for 
Indigenous Creatives 
Romero has been curating Native films for 
over 40 years and her companies have been 
employing Native talent in front of and 
behind the camera for decades.

Romero’s online streaming company RED 
NATION TELEVISION NETWORK Native 
is Here has created a new deal titled 
‘Indigenous New Media’ which aims to 
introduce talent, creatives and executives to 
a variety of opportunities in entertainment 
and seeks to “double” the number of 
Indigenous creatives in a diverse array of 
entertainment fields. Its goal is to raise one 
million in seed funding by June 2020.

Romero states, opportunities for 
Indigenous creatives: will include a finance 
development deal of a feature script; a 
scripted proof-of-concept deal with a major 
studio; a documentary development deal; a 
podcast development/pilot deal with USC 
School of Public Policy; and a blind digital 
pilot deal.

Other supporters who have pledged 
opportunities for Indigenous talent include 
Honest Engine Films, Native Organizations.  

The ‘Indigenous New Media’ will track its 
progress via a “Database of Indigenous 
Working Talent in Hollywood,” created 
in collaboration with Native Women in 
FILM Media Coalition.  After its first year, 
‘Indigenous New Media’ will produce a 
report of the current state of Indigenous 
representation in the industry with the 
help of the database and present some of 
its initial successes.

“Los Angeles is the largest population 
of Urban American Indians. American 
Indian and Indigenous community is a 
growing force across L.A.’s economy, 
tapping into this pool of talent is over 
due.’ states Joanelle Romero,  “With our 
new partnership with Lumiere Cinema in 
having monthly screenings of Native films 
staring March 5, 2020, and our Red Nation 
International Film Festival in its 25th year 
2020, and all our partners on screens big 
or small our studios, actors, directors, 
and producers have an opportunity like 
never before to continue to inspire the 

world through the power of film with their 
creativity and imagination —’Indigenous 
New Media’ will help bring new voices 
and dynamic storytellers into the fold 
by including and empowering the next 
generation of American Indian & Indigenous 
leaders.”

In celebrating our 25th anniversary RED 
NATION CELEBRATION INSTITUTE 
ENTERPRISE this year, the disheartening 
statistics   regarding Indigenous 
representation in Hollywood continues. 
In 1977, the first contemporary television 
movie starring a Native actress was  
produced’ The Girl Called Hatter Fox’ (CBS), 
it took Hollywood 47 years to produce 
another one Netflix’s ‘Chambers’. From 
1992 to 2018, Native women were entirely 
written out of episodic television, not one 
single native actress worked.  Romero 
and her media coalition partners met with 
television networks and in 2019 Tantoo 
Cardinal was hired as a series regular on 
Stumptown.

Native women are 2.5 times more likely to 
be raped or abused than any other racial 
or ethnic group in the US. Eight in ten 
Native women will be raped, stalked or 
abused in their lifetime and one in three 
Native women will be raped, stalked or 
abused every year. While there is no 
national database on missing and murdered 
indigenous women, on some reservations 
Native women are murdered at a rate 10 
times more than the national average.
Meanwhile, the representation of Native 
women in mainstream film and television 
is plagued by invisibility, stereotypes and 
whitewashing.  While the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences has 
reported a body that is 30 percent people of 
color, only 0.0026 percent of its members 
are Native women. Still today, Native 
female characters are still being played by 
non-native actresses.

Romero continuously works to diversify 
Hollywood with her RED CELEBRATION 
INSTITUTE ENTERPRISE, the longest 
standing Native Arts & Culture non-profit 
in the City of Los Angeles through its 
programs, initiatives, projects and events.
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Second Sunrise Vampires & Shapeshifters 
Supernatural Indigenous Thriller 
Variety Second Sunrise in the Works by 
Dave McNary

Currently, Romero is pitching two projects
As a series creator, Joanelle starred and 
produced a pilot in 1996 on the first all 
native drama series RedBlanket ‘Home, 
Home on the Rez’ which went to to receive 
major press and was a hopeful to get picked 
up. Joanelle showed her pilot to Steven 
Spielberg team Justin Falvey (Ex. Producer 
TV Series BULL) and he stated ‘Joanelle you 
are about 25 years ahead of your time’

https://variety.com/2014/film/news/second-sunrise-in-the-works-as-movie-1201286629/
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PRESS CONFERENCE Paul Audley (Film LA, Inc.), 
Kaley Roberts (HBO), Aubrey Hicks (USC School of 

Public Policy) Bryan Gracia Mayans M.C.(FX  
Network), Joanelle Romero (Red Nation  

Celebration Institute), A Martinez (Longmire)

Festival (s) Distribution Arm
Native FILM Market, the only American 
Indian & Indigenous Distribution film market 
in the world and returned in 2019 with 
partner FilmLA in launching the first panel 
on Diversity in the Entertainment Industry 
for people of color, with its inaugural event 
at American Film Market in 2015, bringing 
together over 400 distribution companies 
from around the world. 

(RNIFF) American Indian and Indigenous 
Cinema is the largest Native film festival in the 
country and was the first Native film festival 
in Los Angeles. RNIFF routinely secures top 
Native films and is dedicated to increasing the 
visibility of American Indian and Indigenous 
storytellers and artists in the entertainment 
landscape.
RNIFF screens films and events for more 
consecutive days than any other film festival, 
including Tribeca, Sundance, TIFF, AFI or 
Cannes. The festival is held for fifteen days 
and showcases features, documentaries, 
short films, student films with a spotlight on 
Indigenous films directed by Women, that are 
either produced/directed/written by or star 
Native talent or the subject is related to the 
American Indian and Indigenous experience. 
Most recently,  October 8, 2018, Romero’s 
launched a Press Conference announcing the 
Inaugural ‘RNCI Red Nation Awards  List of 
Nominees with hosts:  Ed Begley Jr. (Actor),  
A Martinez (Actor), Paul Audley (President 
FilmLA), Aubrey Hicks (Executive Director 
USC School of Policy), held downtown at 
LA Plaza de Cultura y Artes in Celebration of 
Indigenous People Day, broadcast live on Red 
Nation Television Network and social media 
platforms.   
In 2018, she creaated Native Women in 
FILM #WhyWeWearRED Media Coalition 
in order to create a synergistic relationships 
with the entertainment industries and 
governmental relations to address the Lack of 
Inclusion Native Women in Film & Television, 
including Murdered and Missing Indigenous 
Women & Girls with her partnership with 
Congresswoman Debra Haaland and Taylor 
Sheridan.

She invented and implemented “On the Red 
is Green Carpet” in 2009, placing American 
Indian celebs at the forefront of the Green 
Movement and environmentally-conscious 
practices as staples of major events with 
the awareness of American Indian the first 
environmentalist and Native Fashion with 
Social Action by partnering with ‘Summit 
Entertainment’ in premiering ‘The Twilight 
Saga: New Moon’ Romero closed the deal 
in having the film screen at 2009 RNCI Red 
Nation International Film before Summit 
Entertainment had their world premiere.  
Placing for the first time American Indian 
actors on the Red Carpet. Since the launch 
a ‘On the Red is Green Carpet ‘ other Native 
organizations and Native owned businesses 
have founded the trend.
Romero has grown the enterprise flagship 
gala, The Red Nation Awards, the RNCI 
Red Nation Awards, “Hollywood & Indian 
Country’s Biggest Night for American Indian 
& Indigenous Voices™” which recognizes the 
very best of American Indian & Indigenous 
contributions to film, television, comedy, 
music and the arts, including RNCI Tribute 
Awards recognizing our Allies efforts across 
entertainment, to be one of the year’s most 
acclaimed and anticipated events leading up 
to Awards Season.

Red Nation International Film Festival

Romero an influential curator of American 
Indian & Indigenous content for the last 40 
years launched another ground-breaking 
initiative this year 2020. Romero’s company 
has partnered with Lumiere Cinema screening 
Native Cinema once a month in Beverly 
Hills. This has never happened before in the 
entertainment industry where the general 
public can now experience Native Cinema 
year round in the entertainment capitol of 
the world. 

The Twilight-Saga New Moon 'Wolfpack'
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This is the festival that screens Academy 
Award winning films and Emmy Award 
winning films before they are nominated — 
for the past 15 years >  “Frozen River”, “The 
Garden”, “Honor the Treaties” were screened 
at Red Nation International Film Festival. In 
addition, RNIFF was the first festival in the 
world to screen before its premier and to the 
general public in partnership with Summit 
Entertainment “Twilight Saga- New Moon”.  
This is the festival to experience native 
cinema. Red is Green Carpet Events were first 
launched at RNIFF, in placing Native talent 
on the Red carpet, providing a platform in 
keeping with its’ mission American Indian at 
the forefront of the Entertainment Industry.

2017, RNIFF partnered with Cannes 
Film Festival winner Taylor Sheridan and 
Producers having an Exclusive festival 
screening of “Wind River” in Los Angeles. 

2019, RNIFF partnered with Janus Films 
and Handmade Films in screening “30th 
Anniversary of Powwow Highway” The 
feature film that Changed the Native 
Narrative forever! 

“Frozen River”, “The Garden”, “Honor the 
Treaties”, “Twilight Saga- New Moon”, “Wind 
River” all have received awards at RNCI Red 
Nation Awards.  

Native FILM Market – Red Nation 
Celebration Institute ground-breaking 
initiative INDIGENOUS EYES FILMMAKER 
SHOWCASE was launched in November 
2015 and sponsored by Honest Engine Films, 
in partnership with Red Nation Television 
Network, and presented by Red Nation 
Celebration Institute in Santa Monica at the 
Loews Hotel during American Film Market. 

1000 distribution and production companies 
were invited, 400 attended the Red is 
Green carpet gala. This launch created a 
biz, internationally and locally, industry 
professionals were amazed at how many 
native & indigenous films have been 

• First Time in History Cable Television, RNCI 
Red Nation Awards Show was broadcast 
on Comcast | NBC Universal, this mark 
an historic event in being the first time an 
American Indian Awards Show, pre-recorded 
broadcast. (2013)

• Red Nation International Film Festival, 
10 films were broadcast on Comcast | NBC 
Universal (2013)

• RNIFF was invited to submit our festival 
films for consideration into the NAACP Image 
Awards. This was the first and only time in 
the history of the NAACP Image Awards 
that American Indian Films were considered. 
(2012)

• “Honor the Treaties” after screening and 
winning Best Doc Sort @ RNIFF 2012, the 
short went on to Win an Emmy  in 2013.

• “Yellow Rock” feature film has won awards 
across the country since winning their first 
award at RNIFF as well as received a national 
distribution deal as a result of being directly 
screened and also won awards at our festival. 
(2011)

• Summit Entertainment’s “Twilight- New 
Moon” RNIFF partnered with Summit 
Entertainment in screening Twilight- New 
Moon, before the film had its premiere and 
going into public theaters, this was a first for 
Summit Entertainment in regards to screening 
their francize at any film festival. (2009)

• “Frozen River” screened at RNFF and went 
on to garner two Academy Award nominations 
and six Spirit Awards nominations. (2008)

• “The Garden” screened at RNIFF and 
went on to receive a nomination for Best 
Documentary Feature at the 81st Academy 
Awards. (2008)

produced. Red Nation’s INDIGENOUS EYES 
FILMMAKER SHOWCASE highlighted this 
very important ground-breaking initiative.

Red Nation Celebration Institute, renamed 
Indigenous Eyes Filmmaker Showcase to 
Native Film Market, now in its third year 
2017, held during Red Nation Film Festival in 
November, annually. The Festival features the 
only film competition in the world that offers 
guaranteed distribution of American Indian 
& Indigenous Award winning independent 
films, as well as films that screen at the 
festival to include a broadcast television 
release in partnership with Red Nation 
Television Network, a global provider of 
streaming movies and TV series and soon to 
be announced Festival’s native films televised 
on a Cable server provider.

The Festival is a showcase for new work by 
American Indian & Indigenous international 
independent filmmakers, bringing together 
decision makers and content creators with 
the goal of ensuring media representation of 
American Indian & Indigenous content to the 
world at large.

• “30th Anniversary of Powwow Highway” 
The feature film that charged the Native 
Narrative forever!  RNIFF secures executive 
screenings with Janus Films and Handmade 
Films. (2019) 

• The Academy of Motion Pictures Arts & 
Sciences invites Red Nation International 
Film Festival Founder Joanelle Romero as a 
lifetime member.

• Groundbreaking First Time In History,  
RNCI Red Nation Awards Show was broadcast 
LIVE and streamed on Red Nation Television 
Channel – Native is Here. (2014, 2015, 2016, 
2017, 2018)

• Red Nation International Film Festival 
(Distribution) Native Film Market @ American 
Film Market (2015)

Industry Impact



“The Industry’s Biggest Night for American Indian & Indigenous 
Voices” Cementing Native image at the forefront of the industry, 
highlighting the very best American Indian & Indigenous 
contributions in lm, television, comedy, music and the arts.

Awards are given in the following categories: Best Picture; Best 
Director; Outstanding Actor in the Leading Role; Outstanding 
Actress in the Leading Role; Outstanding Actor in Supporting 
Role; Outstanding Actress in Supporting Role; Outstanding 
Supporting Actor in TV Movie, Miniseries, Special, Comedy; 
Outstanding Supporting Actor in TV Movie, Miniseries, Special, 
Comedy; Best Documentary Film; Best Short; Live Short Subject 
& Animated Short; Lifetime Achievement Award.

RNCI RED NATION AWARDS 

AWARDS PRESENTATIONS 
Each year, Red Nation Awards honors individuals who have 
supported Native communities, films, and organizations. 
RNCI Red Nation Awards is the only film festival in the world that 
showcases these awards:

The Marlon Brando Award 
Brando Award is endorsed by Miko Brando, Marlon Brando’s 
son.

The Chief Dan George Award 
Chief Dan George Award is endorsed by the George family.

The Edward Albert, Jr. Award 
Edward Albert, Jr. Award is endorsed by the Albert family.

The Edward R. Roybal Award 
Edward R. Roybal Award is endorsed by The Roybal Family.

The American Indian Heritage Month Award 

Joanelle Rmero, Scott Cooper, Joanne Shenandoah

Joanelle Romero, Christian Bale, Joanne Shenandoah 

11  ||  Red Nation Celebration Institute



12 ||  Red Nation Celebration Institute

24TH RNCI Red Nation Awards Winners | 2019
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Red  Nation Television Network. Native is Here - is the pioneering Online Streaming company 
from the Native Perspective. News. Movies. Original Series. Founded in 2006. Red Nation 
Television Network the first Global online streaming entertainment media company distributed 
TV Channel exclusively devoted to American Indian and World Indigenous content. Reaching 
10 million viewers in 37 countries. Subscribe Today $2.99 RedNationTV.com

RED TELEVISION NETWORK Native is Here is an American media-services provider 
headquartered in Los Angeles, California, founded in 2006 by Joanelle Romero in Los Angeles, 
California.

→  Did You Know: Red Nation Television Network is the world’s largest American Indian & 
Indigenous internet company by subscribers and revenue.

→  Did You Know: Red Nation Television Network was ahead of the explosion of online 
steaming content, in 2006, before Netflix or Hulu RedNationTV.com was born out of a direct 
need. Founder Joanelle Romero states ‘Curating Native content for the last 41 years, it was 
time to have our own television network.’

→ Did You Know: Red Nation TV is the distribution arm for RNCI Red Nation International 
Film Festival & Awards.

Red Nation Television Network entered the content production industry in 2013, debuting 
its first series, RNCI Red Nation Awards. The first broadcast series of an American Indian 
Awards Show and Red Nation Conversation Series spotlighting on pop- culture, Native films 
with A-List celebrities Benicio Del Toro, Ed Begley Jr, Edward James Olmos, Delores Huerta, 
Congresswoman Debra Haaland, A Martinez, Susanna White, Saginaw Grant, Oren Lyons, 
Winona LaDuke, Raina Thiele, Joanelle Romero, Christian Bale, Scott, Cooper, Rory Cochran, 
Shari Belafonte, Taylor Dane, Chief Philip Whiteman Jr., Joanne Shenandoah, Scheen 
Littlefeather to name a few.

Currently, viewers in North America and South America, except Cuba, and parts of Europe 
(Denmark, Finland, Ireland, The Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, United Kingdom, France, 
Switzerland, Austria, Belgium, and Germany).

WATCH RED NATION TV | www.RedNationTV.com

RED NATION TELEVISION 
NETWORK | Native is Here

Pushing for 
Responsible 

American Indian 
& Indigenous 

Portrayals

Your #1 Source 
from the Native 

Perspective

Red Nation TV is 
the largest online 
streaming Native 
content provider

Original  
content



25TH Anniversary
RED NATION CELEBRATION INSTITUTE

RNCI is the pioneer resource center for the Entertainment Industry and Indian Country 
in all media platforms. 

Our mission is in promoting, advancing, advocating and empowering independent 
filmmakers, media artists and content creators, with an emphasis on initiatives and 
programs for Native women and youth, in all media platforms, in conjunction with 
partners from around the world.

Serving the North American Indian, Canadian First Nation Peoples and the International 
Indigenous Peoples since 1995. 

A Federally Recognized 501 (C)(3) nonprofit enterprise. EIN 95-4015181

The Authentic Voice of American Indian & Indigenous Nations

Natives In Charge of their Narrative. The Storytellers.

We Are The New Hollywood



25TH RED NATION 
CELEBRATION INSTITUTE
RED NATION INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL
The Authentic Voice of American Indian & Indigenous Cinema

LOS ANGELES

NOVEMBER 1-15, 2020

2020 SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITES
For information about sponsorship opportunities, contact Linda Tenequer at
rncimedia@gmail.com, or by phone at 818.665.5753.

We Are The NEW Hollywood #NativesInChargeOfTheirNarrative

This year, marks the 25th season in showcasing features, documentaries, shorts, 
film market that are produced from the heart of Indian Country and International 
Indigenous Nations, produced by emerging and established American Indian 
filmmakers.

RNCI Red Nation International Film Festival features the only film competition in the 
world that offers guaranteed distribution of American Indian & Indigenous Award 
winning independent films, as well as films that screen at the festival to include a 
broadcast television release in partnership with Red Nation Television Network™ a 
global provider of streaming movies and TV series and soon to be announced Festival’s 
native films televised on a Cable server provider.

The festival will kick off November 1, 2020 and closes November 15. RNCI Red Nation 
Awards Show November 15.  RNIFF gives more festival days than any other film 
festival including Tribeca, Sundance, TIFF, AFI. RNIFF 15 days of more film screenings, 
conversations, ground-breaking initiatives, plays, music and so much more!!! From the 
Native Perspective …

Throughout the 15 days, the festivals diverse audience, made up of the public, 
journalists, educators, visiting filmmakers, A-list celebs, film distribution companies, 
will experience American Indian Cinema, with a lineup over 57 Films with many 
screenings followed by Red Nation Conversation Series Q & A sessions with directors, 
producers and cast. Festival includes Red Nation Conversation Series, Environmental-
Social Justice-Films, Native FILM Market – Distribution-The Pitch, LGBTQ Two-
Spirit Film Series, Native Playwright Stagereading, Native Youth Matter Film Series, 
Indigenous Film Series, Retrospective Honoring Filmmakers, Native Women in 
Film & Television Films Directed by Women and Masterclasses in Screenwriting for 
television, film and animation.

Red Nation International Film Festival – The Authentic Voice of American Indian & 
Indigenous Cinema™ is the world’s longest running exposition of films by and about 
Native people in Los Angeles – The Heart of the Entertainment Industry. The festival 
has served and celebrated 24 years of American Indian & Indigenous Filmmakers, 
performing artists, audiences, as well as build on partnerships with Network 
Corporations, Studios, Tribal Communities, American Indian owned Businesses, 
Public and Private Foundations, Production Companies, and Corporate Sponsors, 
all of which are based on integrity and their passion to keep our mission alive and 
thriving. Our trusted partners have become our family of the Festival audiences and 
patrons.

Press  |  Outlets who regularly cover The Festival & Award Show include Getty Images, 
Indiewire, LA Weekly, Variety, Indian Country Today, Native News Online, Native 
Journalists and many others. 

Social Media Coverage  |  Trending nationally and globally #RNIFF2020, 
#rednationfilmfestival and #WhyWeWearRED generated millions of social 
impressions with viewers turning in to the facebook livestream and Red Nation 
Television Network.

Impressions  |  Several million press and marketing impressions generated by the 
RNCI Red Nation International Film Festival & Awards. 



The Authentic Voice of American Indian and Indigenous storytellers, our mission 
is in promoting, advancing, advocating and empowering independent filmmakers, 
media artists and content creators, with an emphasis on initiatives for Native 
women and youth, in all media platforms, in conjunction with partners from 
around the world.

Red Nation International Film Festival 
The Authentic Voice of American Indian & Indigenous Cinema™ is dedicated to 
breaking the barrier of racism by successfully replacing American Indian stereotype 
with recognition, new vision, arts, culture and economic prosperity by placing 
American Indian Filmmakers at the forefront of the entertainment industry and to 
introduce American Indian Filmmakers to larger, global mainstream audiences while 
championing Native Women in Film & Television and giving voice and inspiring 
native youth with our dedicated program Native Youth Matter™ – If I Can See It I 
Can Be It.™

RNCI Red Nation Awards Show 
“Hollywood & Indian Country’s Biggest Night for American Indian & Indigenous 
Voices™ Cementing American Indian at the forefront of the Entertainment 
Industry™” Honoring the best achievements in cinematic excellence. 

RNIFF ‘One the Road’ Tour 
Coming to a City near you. Currently in Santa Fe NM, Washington D.C., New York 
City NY, Las Vegas NV.

Native Women in FILM & Television
is a Resource for Native Women’s Rights, is dedicated to promoting equal 
opportunities for American Indian & Indigenous women, encouraging the creative 
narrative by native women, exploring and empowering portrayals of women in all 
forms of global media, expanding empowerment initiatives for native women and 
girls, in the arts, media, social justice, civic engagement, economic empowerment, 
research, training and international relations.

Red Nation Television Network
Native is Here is the first international including the U.S. online streaming 
entertainment media company distributed TV Channel exclusively devoted to 
American Indian and world Indigenous content.

Visit our ground-breakng initiatives and programs here: www.rednationff.com

Native Women In FILM Festival
Showcasing films directed by women. Held during the Oscar week in Los Angeles.

Red Nation Celebration Institute
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The Trustworthy American Indian & Indigenous content provider with 
groundbreaking initiates, programs and projects.

Natives In Charge of Their Narrative 

Native Youth Matter If I Can See It I can Be It 

http://www.rednationff.com


Red Nation Celebration 
Institute Overview
Established in 1995, Red Nation Celebration Institute (RNCI) is the 
longest standing American Indian & Indigenous multidisciplinary 
educational Arts & Culture 501 (c)(3) non-profit enterprise in Los 
Angeles, first launched in Santa Fe NM during Indian Market, 
founded by Award-winning director/actor/producer Joanelle 
Romero and is an American Indian & Indigenous Women run 
Institute.

Before becoming a non-profit organization, RNCI operated as a 
Production Company since 1991. That company was responsible 
for producing films, concert series and music videos including the 
first American Indian AIDS concert, “Warriors Against AIDS,” casting 
American Indian dancers for Michael Jackson’s ‘Black or White’ music 
video (the highest paid dancers in music video history), producing 
numerous benefit concerts, Award-winning documentary films 
and the first and only American Indian drama series pilot, ‘Home, 
Home on the Res’. 

RNCI founded the first American Indian Film Festival in Los Angeles 
in 2003, “Red Nation International Film Festival & Awards,” which 
has become the largest and most prestigious trustworthy festival 
representing North American Indian, Canada First Nation Peoples, 
and International Indigenous Peoples.

RNCI is the first native multidisciplinary educational Arts & Culture  
organization to be funded by the City of Los Angeles Cultural 
Affairs Department in 2000. Red Nation Celebration Institute 
is responsible for founding ‘American Indian Heritage Month’ in 
the City of Los Angeles in 2005 and officially recognized by the 
State of California and the City of Los Angeles in 2006. In 2008, 
RNCI established American Indian Heritage Month in the State of 
New Mexico with former Governor Richardson and Indian Affairs 
Department.

That same year 2006, before Netflix or Hulu, RNCI founded the 
first online media streaming television network, ‘Red Nation 
Television Network’ reaching 10 million viewers in 37 countries. All 
American Indian & Indigenous Content. 

RNCI founded the first and only ‘Native Women in FILM & 
Television’ media group. ‘ Native Women in FILM has become its 
own film festival, held during The Oscar week. 

All Red Nation Celebration Institutes’ programs, ground-breaking 
initiatives and events seek to highlight authentic, inclusive 
representation in film, television and new media for American 
Indians in addition to promoting, advancing, advocating and 
empowering independent filmmakers, media artists and content 
creators in all media platforms.

Each year, RNCI presents contemporary and traditional American 

Indian performing arts of diverse artistic disciplines in film and 
television, providing filmmakers with resources to further their 
careers in the entertainment industry, music industry and theatre, 
connecting them to larger, global mainstream audiences. In 
addition, our educational programs presents positive role models 
from the arts and entertainment disciplines to under-privileged 
youth from urban and reservations, empowerment initiatives 
for women and girls, urban American Indian communities and 
supports students with creative hands-on training exposing them 
to resources they might not ever have.

TODAY Red Nation Celebration Institute a leading American 
Indian entertainment entity and the longest standing Native Arts & 
Culture non-profit enterprise in Los Angeles CA. RNCI is the world’s 
most recognized American Indian performing arts, cultural, media, 
and educational nonprofit organization dedicated to American 
Indian, Alaska Native and Indigenous Nations, representing music, 
actors, writers, directors, producers, and visual artists.

Red Nation Celebration Institute continued commitment supports 
excellence in education, self-esteem, healthy lifestyles, community 
building, economic development, empowerment and inspirational 
opportunities for native youth and women and has changed 
American society with its continued on-going programs in the arts, 
media, social justice, civic engagement, economic empowerment, 
research, training and international relations.

Red Nation Celebration Institute advocates on behalf of American 
Indian artists, performers, actors, directors, producers, writers as a 
liaison organization, promoting strong federally recognized artists 
including urban native communities as well as promoting a better 
understanding among the general public regarding American 
Indian, Alaska Native and Indigenous Nations, and people to 
the entertainment industry, arts, social justice, tribal nations, 
environmental and educational communities in Los Angeles State 
of California and worldwide.
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Over the two plus decades RNCI has received numerous 
proclamations from Los Angeles Mayor’s and city 
council-members since 2000, including Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and Lieutenant Governor Cruz Bustamante 
in 2006 and New Mexico Governor Richardson in 2008 and 
Santa Fe Mayors since 1996. In addition New York Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg in 2003.

RED NATION CELEBRATION INSTITUTE FOUNDED 
‘AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE MONTH’ in The City of 
Los Angeles in 2005 and is officially recognized by The State 
of California and the City of Los Angeles in 2006.

RNCI also produced in 2006, Mayor Villaraigosa’s         
reception at City Hall bringing together all tribal leaders, 
spiritual leaders and community within the State of 
California to introduce American Indian Heritage Month. 
This historic event cemented the American Indian Heritage 
Month in the City of Los Angeles. Nothin like this multitude 
has ever happened before nor since in Los Angeles City Hall.

RNCI launched the first Pow Wow and Native Parade 
in November 2007, Opening The State Historic Park 
Downtown Los Angeles, marking it as an historic ground 
breaking event.

Resolution
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THANK YOU for your interest in partnering with the 25th Anniversary Red 
Nation Celebration Institute Los Angeles Red Nation International Film 
Festival & Awards 2020! 

With your support we can continue to amplify our Native Voice in keeping our 
images in the forefront of the Entertainment Industry and beyond. 

Our mission to break the barrier of racism, replace American Indian stereotype 
with recognition, new vision, arts, culture and economic prosperity through 
the power of film, by placing American Indian Filmmakers at the forefront of 
the entertainment industry and to introduce American Indian Filmmakers to 
larger, global mainstream audiences while championing Native Women in Film 
& Television and giving voice and inspiring native youth with our dedicated 
program Native Youth Matter™.

Again, thank you!  HOPE TO SEE YOU IN 2020!
Joanelle Romero, Founder

Message from RNCI’s 
President & CEO

VARIETY
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A-List Celebrities
Christian Bale, Scott Cooper, 

Rory Cochrane, Shari Belafonte, 
Rebecca Brando, Taylor Dayne, 

Joanne Shenandoah, Scheen 
Littlefeather

Attend Festival & Awards  

First-time Ever Native
Film Festival’s Line Up

in Industry Trades
Variety

Ava DuVernay ‘Array’
partners with

RNIFF

Hosted 20 Filmmakers
Representing 9 Countries

Featured 23
Films Directed by Women

Featured 57
Premieres

Featured 22
Los Angeles Premieres

Hosted 25
Award-Winning

Filmmakers 

Produced 2nd Awards
Nominations Press 

Conference

Featured 8
Student Films from
5 Different Nations

Animated Film Series 
with A-List Industry

Animators

Produced Animated
Series with A-list Academy 
of Motion Pictures Arts & 

Sciences members

Screened 30th Anniversary
Powwow Highway 

The feature film that 
Changed the Native Narra-

tive forever

Welcomed 
Underserved 

Family & Children 

Broadcast 7th 
RNCI Red Nation 

Awards Show

Produced 2nd Native
Playwright Stage-reading
at USC School of Policy 

Center 

Featured 19
World Premieres

Featured 10
U.S. Premieres

Featured 3
Festival Premieres

DEADLINE

Red Nation
‘Native Youth Matter’
film program Now in

Downtown Los Angeles 
Semilas

Community School

https://variety.com/2019/digital/news/arthouse-specialist-kino-lorber-launches-digital-platform-1203354266/
https://deadline.com/2019/12/oscars-de-niro-scorsese-eddie-murphy-sacheen-littlefeather-1202817369/?fbclid=IwAR1zxyqQKbOoy2FHnhb2NhQg7knMWrXtdour6vkM-wHO9BhDv1weBuojI8Q
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Festival Industry Accomplishments
Films that screen at Red Nation International Film Festival (RNIFF) have received broadcast network deals, distribution deals, 
actors have been hired for television series, casted in feature films and asked to be presenters at NAACP Image Awards. 
Writers are looked at for future television shows, these are a few of the key benefits that the film festival provides. One of our 
major accomplishments is that RNIFF has locked down exclusive screenings with major production companies in choosing 
films to screen BEFORE being screened to general public then once screened at RNIFF, going on to win awards!
This is the Native Festival that screens Academy Award winning films and Emmy Award winning films before they are 
nominated — for the past 11 years. On the Red is Green Carpet Events were first launched at RNIFF 2009, providing a 
platform in keeping with its’ mission American Indian at the forefront of the Entertainment Industry.
The Festival is a showcase for new work by American Indian & Indigenous international independent filmmakers, bringing 
together decision makers and content creators with the goal of ensuring media representation of American Indian & 
Indigenous content to the world at large.

• BREAKING in Celebration of the 25th Anniversary of 
RNCI Red Nation International Film Festival, Red Nation 
Celebration Institute partners with Lumiere Cinema (Music 
Hall) in a ‘monthly film series’ beginning March 6, 2020. 
‘This is ground-breaking for American Indian & Indigenous 
filmmakers. Never in the history of cinema has there been 
a home in the entertainment capitol of the world for year 
round programing of Indigenous independent films. Native 
filmmakers will now have a permanent home where native 
independent films will screen once a month’ - states Joanelle 
Romero, founder of Red Nation Intl’ Film Festival, ‘Not only 
will we be screening films but we are in Beverly Hills down the 
street from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences.’ 
•  USC School of Public Policy and Red Nation Celebration 
Institute will launch and cut the ribbon for the first ‘Native 
Studies Center’ at USC in 2020.  Red Nation Celebration 
Institute’s education initiative will bring together a message 
of unity in leaning about and from North American Indian, 
Canada First Nation Peoples, and International Indigenous 
Peoples.
• 2019 A-listers attended The 24th RNCI Red Nation Awards 
Christian Bale, Scott Cooper, Rory Cochrane, Shari Belafonte, 
Taylor Dane, Sacheen Littlefeather, Joanne Shenandoah, A 
Bone Martinez, Rebecca Brando, Chief Phillip Whitman Jr, 
Lynette TwoBulls , Susan Masten, Deborah Anderson, Rain 
Robinson.
• 2019 RNIFF partners with Ava DuVernay ‘Array’ with two 
films, My Body Remember When the World Broke Open and 
Merata: How Mum Decolonized The Screen
• 2019 RNIFF screened and secured Top Native films, Once 
Upon A River,  N. Scott Momaday: Words from a Bear, 
Women of the White Buffalo, My Body Remember When 
the World Broke Open,  Merata: How Mum Decolonized 
The Screen, The Color and the Eagle.

• RNIFF secured the exclusive screenings rights for 30th 
Anniversary of George Harrison film ‘Powwow Highway’  
2019-2020.
• 2019 during RNIFF Press Conference announcement 
of nominees launched its inaugural ‘Red Nation Honors’  
networks and TV shows that showcase Native talent in 
front of and behind the camera. This year’s honors will go 
to Fear the Walking Dead (AMC); Westworld (HBO); The 
Voice (NBC); Mayan M.C. (FX Network) and Jason Momoa 
production company Pride of Gypsies for their inclusion of 
Indigenous talent and contribution to the film economy in 
the State of California and the City of Los Angeles, including 
Native Native Tribal Nations Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay 
Nation; Pala Band of Mission Indians; San Manuel Band of 
Mission Indians; Pechanga Band of Luiseño Mission Indians; 
and Morongo Band of Mission Indians.
• 2019 RNIFF worked with A-list Animators during RNIFF 
Animation Series.
• 2019 First time in the history industry trades publication an 
Native Film Festival lineup was printed 24th RNCI Red Nation 
International Film Festival in ‘Variety’.
• 2019 in the industry trades ‘Hollywood Deadline’ a story 
on 24th RNCI Red Nation International Film Festival was 
written. 
• 2019, 2018, 2017 RNIFF’s Native Women in FILM screened 
a total of 67 films directed by women - breaking the glass-
ceiling for NativeWomen filmmakers. 
• 2019 RNIFF returned to American Film Market (AFM) 
with FilmLA In 2015 RNIFF launched at AFM the first & 
only Native Film Market. It was the first time that AFM in its 
history had a Native Distribution event.   

For more information visit: www.rednationff.com/industry-impact

http://www.rednationff.com/industry-impact
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Social Impact

RNCI in Network News |  
Publications |  Media Sources
ABC 7 Eyewitness News with 
George Pennacchio   

CBS Channel 2 (including NM)

KCAL 9 News

NBC Channel 4 (including NM)

Variety

Hollywood Reporter 

Los Angeles Times 

Billboard Magazine 

La Weekly

Indian Country Today 

The New Mexican

Santa Fe Reporter

Albuquerque Journal  

Gettyimages 

Wireimage

Deadline Hollywood

Sentinel Weekly News

The Perris Progress and Perris 
City News 

Red Nation Celebration Institute programs have been instrumental 
in launching the careers of fimmakers, artists, and performers in 
film, television, and arts.

Native Women in Film & Television, Inc. is a Resource for Native 
Women’s Rights, is dedicated to promoting equal opportunities for 
American Indian & Indigenous women, encouraging the creative 
narrative by native women, exploring and empowering portrayals 
of women in all forms of global media, expanding empowerment 
initiatives for native women and girls, in the arts, media, social 
justice, civic engagement, economic empowerment, research, 
training and international relations, NWIF serves under its fiscal 
partner American Indian & Indigenous Arts & Culture non-profit 
organization Red Nation Celebration Institute (RNCI).

New partners 2019 included Ava DuVernay ‘Array’ with screening 
‘Merata: How Mum Decolonized the Screen’ ) was nominated for 
RNCI Red Nation Award ‘Best Documentary’ and was a recipient of 
‘Native Women in FILM and ‘My Body Remembers When the World 
Broke Open’ Won for Outstanding Actress in a Leading Role’ 

On January 7, 2018, RED NATION CELEBRATION INSTITUTE 
(“RNCI”), in partnership with Native Women in Film and Television 
(“NWIFT”) and Media Coalition partners include: National Resource 
Indigenous Women’s Center, University of Southern California Price 
School of Public Policy, University of Southern California Bedrosian 

Native Women in FILM & Television 

Center on Governance, Tewa Women United, Rematriation 
Magazine, Joanne Shenandoah, Yakama Nation, Indigenous 
Concepts Consulting - launched a Call to Action campaign against 
the back-drop of #MeToo and #TimesUp, but with a specific focus 
on Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and the lack of Native 
Women in film and television. In response to the media’s silence on 
the global epidemic of disappearing Indigenous women.

This initiative was christened “Why We Wear Red” in order to 
create a powerful slogan identified with a strong symbolic color 
and image of hand across the face to bring attention to the fact 
that not only are Indigenous Women more likely to be victims of 
these types of crimes, their plight is often ignored and their specific 
stories are missing from mainstream media, leading to even further 
victimization. The core theme of the #WhyWeWearRed campaign 
is the critical link between the lack of visibility in mainstream 
media and increased levels of violence against Indigenous Women. 
If an Indigenous woman goes missing and her story is not widely 
distributed, this in turn leads to lower chances of apprehending the 
perpetrator, and both she and her story are lost forever.  If Indigenous 
women are excluded from mainstream media, their victimization is 
compounded because predators receive the message that this class 
of victims does not matter. To combat this problem, RNCI works 
diligently to increase the profile of the Native narrative in all types 
and forms of media. This campaign is broad-ranging in scope and 
impact given the 500-plus tribes and indigenous communities 
across the nation. The campaign furthers RNCI’s goal of increasing 
the visibility of these forgotten women, and, by bringing the issue 
forward, educates Americans to transform the ways in which the 
underlying problem is addressed. Data: “The Girl Called Hatter 
Fox” C.B.S. MOV 1977 was the first contemporary film about an 
Indigenous woman and the first time a Native actress carried the 
lead role. Then from 1977 “The Girl Called Hatter Fox” to 2018 
Netflix’s “Chambers” 47 years went by before ‘Hollywood’ cast a 
Natiive actress in a leading role for television.

From 2002 to 2019 it had been 17 years that America had not 
seen a Native actress on episodic television on ABC, CBS, NBC and 
FOX; these networks completely wrote out the Native narrative in 
regards to Native women. RNCI founder, went in to meet with ABC 
Network in voicing this problematic issue. Due to the persistent 
work of RNCI and our Global call to action #WhyWeWearRED in 
2018, RNCI is happy to say we now have representation on ABC 
with a series Stumptown, Tantoo Cardinal was cast as a series 
regular fall season 2019.

In addition along with Native communities others have followed suit 
in wearing a red hand across their face and using #WhyWeWearRED 
hashtag.
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Films Directed by Women
2019, 2018, 2017 RNCI Red Nation International Film 
Festival screened a total of 67 Films Directed by women, the 
youngest being 17 years old. This was the largest exposition 
of Native Women in FILM ever in Los Angeles. RNCI Red 
Nation International Film Festival & Native Women in FILM 
broke the glass ceiling for Native Women in the film industry.

American Film Market, Film LA and Red Nation Celebration 
Institute partnered this year in producing a panel on Diversity 
in Santa Monica at the annual American Film Market. 

2019 New Partners included Film LA

Native FILM Market created out of a direct need for American 
Indian & Indigenous filmmakers to promote and showcase 
their films to distribution companies from around the world, 
set in a unique experience.
Emerging and established Native filmmakers have the 
opportunity to ‘pitch’ their ‘work-in-process’ films to industry 
insiders and distribution companies.  
This is the Only Native FILM Market in the world Showcasing 
American Indian & Indigenous films, filmmakers, designed 
and focused on Native content.

Native Film Market

FIRST time in the history of The Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts & Sciences (AMPAS), an American Indian film was 
screened. November 10,  2017 Red Nation Celebration 
(RNCI) Institute’s program Red Nation International Film 
Festival partnered with APMAS in screening a documentary 
film narrated by Edward James Olmos “The Women in the 
Sand”  75 Students attended, including inter-city youth as part 
of Red Nation’s Youth Mentor program.  It was a full house at 
Linwood Dunn Theatre, the APMAS staff stated with tears in 
the eyes “It was a spiritual experience and we look forward to 
doing this again with RNCI.”
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Community out-reach programs and initiatives that build strong and 
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& murdered youth in Native communities is higher than any other race. 
Red Nation Celebration Institute addresses these issues with Native 
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were invited had never seen the ocean or been on a plane and this was 
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They were so inspired that when returning home to North Dakota, 
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2016 and returned home to North Dakota and WOKE the World to 
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is what happens when you put time into our Native youth and inspire 
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Red Nation Celebration Institute
Year Round Programs

February 5 & 6, 2020 | Los Angeles
11TH Native Women in FILM Festival

April 19 - 21, 2020 | New York City
RNIFF “On the Road’ Tour

August 10 - 15, 2020 | Santa Fe NM
RNIFF “On the Road’ Tour

November 1- 14, 2020 | Los Angeles
25TH RNCI Red Nation International Film Festival

March 5, 2020 [Inaugural] | Los Angeles
RNIFF ‘Monthly Screening Series’

July 4 - 6, 2020 | Washington D.C.
RNIFF “On the Road’ Tour

October 15, 2020 | Los Angeles
Press Conference Nominations Announcement and Red 
Nation Honors Film Industry and Tribal Communities

November 15, 2020
25TH RNCI Red Nation Awards Ceremony 
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Educational free 
year round programs

Live Stage Reading
Each year a New Indigenous Playwright is chosen

Masterclasses in Screenwriting

The Writers Room — Television
Preparing native writers for television

Let’s Hear Your FUNNY Lab Native Comedy
Television | Film | Live Performance

Red Nation Conversation Series
With Directors, Writers, Producers and Actors

Student Film Series Lab
Next Gen | Film | Television | Development

Animation Series Lab
Hosted at Television City Studios

Artist Development
Red Nation Celebration Institute supports and develops 
talent across the board in all media platforms, since 
1991. RNCI is in schools in Los Angeles (USC & Semillas 
Coummuniy School) and across the country on reservations. 

RNCI educational component is to have mainstream 
audiences engage in the Native perspective and helps 
provide underserved communities the opportunity 
to experience the Power of Film. RNCI provides 
educational experiences for our local, national, and 
global communities. Your participation helps with 
continued support that aligns with our mission.
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Your Sponsorship Supports 
Film Literacy Education
Native Youth Matter - If I Can See It I Can Be It
RNCI Legacy

Red Nation Celebration Institute (RNCI) and its programs and 
ground-breaking initiatives continue to make a difference 
in the lives of American Indian & Indigenous communities 
around the world. It is crucial at this time in history we include 
our Native narrative in all aspects of our country’s fabric in 
art, media, representation and educational institutes. Our 
communities do not see themselves thus their lives are in 
danger. 

Education and community are at the heart of Red Nation 
Celebration Institute mission. Red Nation Celebration 
Institute reaches more than 5,000 students and teachers 
annually. Our Programs strive to help students from 
kindergarten through college in developing media literacy 
skills, cross-cultural awareness, and a lifetime appreciation 
of movies.

Educational programs include:

•	 NATIVE YOUTH MATTER If I Can See It I Can Be It

•	 Student Film Series

•	 Mentor Program

•	 Summer Program

•	 Student Film Fellows

•	 College Scholarship

•	 Community & Entertainment Industry Screenings

Red Nation Celebration Institute provides Indigenous film 
communities with a multimedia program which explores the 
layer of American Indian & Indigenous identity, sovereignty 
an resilience.

RNCI uses storytelling as a tool to empower first nations 
content creators including Native youth. Natives in Charge 
of Their Narrative is our ongoing theme.

RNCI focuses on our future generations, moving forward 
with our next 7th generation. RNCI recognizes and develops 
new talent with our year round programs.
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Past Sponsors to name a few include …

ABC Disney Television Group
CBS Corporation
ABC Television Group
Walt Disney Company
HBO
Fox Entertainment Group
Fox
TNT Network
Turner Time Warner Company
Turner Foundation
Screen Actor Guild
Screen Actors Guild Foundation
Writer Guild of America West
Steven Spielberg
Clear Channel
Paramount Pictures
CBS KCAL 9
ABC Channel 7
NBC Channel 4
Los Angeles City Channel 35
CBS Center Studio
Grammy Foundation
David Griffen
BMI Foundation
City of Los Angeles Mayor Villaraigosa
Los Angeles Cultural Affairs
Councilmember Tom LaBonge
Councilmember Jose Huizar
Councilmember Paul Krekorian
Councilmember Jan Perry
Councilmember Bill Rosendahl
Councilmember Ed Reyes
Councilmember Dennis Zine
James Irvine Foundational

California Community Foundation
Simon Wiesenthal Center
The Martin Foundation Inc
Education Foundation of America
Institute of American Indian Arts
National Congress of American Indians
National Indian Gaming Association
California Native American Heritage Commission
Southern California Tribal Chairmen’s Association
Seventh Generation Fund
Honor The Earth
Owens Valley Indian Water Commission
Oneida Nation Foundation
National Indian Child Welfare Association
United American Indian Involvement
Agua Caliente Casino
Cabazon Band of Mission Indians
Pechanga Development Corporation
San Manuel Band of Mission Indians
Morongo Casino
Buffalo Thunder Casino
Cow Creek Nation
SWAIA Indian Market
Native Wellness Institute
Homeboy Industries
APLA Aids Project Los Angeles
Toy R Us Foundation
Jean Cocteau Cinema
UCLA - Chicano Studies Dept.
StormStudios
Guitar Center

Red Nation Celebration Institute Thanks all our 
generous partners, we
could not do this work without YOU! Thank you.

Past Sponsors



RNCI Board Of 
Directors Advisory Board Honorary Board
Joanelle Romero 
(Apache, Navajo, Cheyenne, Paiute, 
Southern Ute, SpanishSephardic) 
Founder/President/CEO

Linda Tenequer (Muscogee Creek) 
Vice President

Susan Masten Yurok Nation 
Founder & co-president  of Women 
Empowering Women for Indigenous 
Nations. Served as the second 
woman to ever be elected by Tribal 
governments across the nation as 
President of the National Congress of 
American Indians.

Paul Audley 
President Film LA Inc

Shari Belafonte 
Actress, model, writer and singer. The 
daughter of singer Harry Belafonte.

Teri Red Owl (Bishop Paiute) 
Executive Director Owens Valley 
Indian Water Commission

Aubrey Hicks 
Executive Director USC Price Sol Price 
School of Public Policy / Bedrosian 
Center

Julia Bogany (Tongva) 
Cultural Consultant Tribal 
Councilmember

Sarah Koyo (Chumash) 
RNCI Youth Ambassador

Edward James Olmos (Mexican) 
Actor Academy Award Nominee

A Martinez (Mexican. Apache) 
Actor 

Michael O’Keefe 
Actor 

Tokala Clifford (Oglala Lakota) 
Actor

Pearl Means (Navajo) 
Film Producer.

John Bryant 
Founder/Chairman/CEO Operation 
Hope 

George Burdeau (Blackfeet) 
First American Indian Directors 
admitted to DGA

Elizabeth Kucinich 
Documentary Producer. Dennis 
Kucinich wife.

Dan Aykroyd 
Actor

Easi Morales (Mexican) 
Actor

Larry Sellers (Lakota, Osage) 
Actor

Sage Galesi (Apache, Navajo, 
Cheyenne, Paiute, Southern Ute, 
SpanishJew, Italian)  
Actress/Recording Artist

Lisa Tiger (Muscogee, Creek, Seminole, 
Cherokee, Irish) 
Hiv/Aids Educator

Dr Joel Silbar 
Chiropractor 

LaDonna Harris (Comanche)

Chief Leonard Crow Dog (Lakota) 
Lakota Spiritual Leader.

Chief Oren Lyons (Iroquois)
Faithkeeper of the Turtle Clan of the 
Onondaga and Seneca Nations of the 
Iroquois Confederacy.

Montano Rain 
(Apache, Navajo, Cheyenne, Paiute, 
Southern Ute, SpanishJew) 
Humanitarian. Music Executive. 
Founder of Help the Earth.

Native Women in 
FILM Media 
Coalition Partners
National Resource Indigenous 
Women Center

USC Price School of Public 
Policy

USC Bedrosian Center of 
Governance

Joanne Shenandoah

Rematriation Magazine

Tewa Women United

Yakama Nation

Indigenous Concepts Consulting
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Susan Masten, Joanne Shenandoah, Gayle Anne Kelley



Red Nation Celebration Institute
rednationcele.org

Red Nation International Film Festival
rednationff.com

Native Women in FILM
natvewomeninfilm.com

Red Nation Television Network
rednationtv.com

Native Youth Matter
rednationcele.org/native-youth-matter

More Information

Contact

We Are The New Hollywood

Joanelle Romero
rncimedia@gmail.com
818.665.5753

Represented by

Kerner Management Associates 
Richard Kerner | Manager 
323.658.9180

mailto:rncimedia%40gmail.com?subject=



